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What differentiates the educational systems of the different 
countries in general?

1) Different age of access to compulsory training

2) Different age for the fulfilment of the educational 
obligation

3) Different length of basic, advanced and specialist 
training periods

4) Different ways to access university or higher technical 
training

5) Different organization of university education, in first 
and second level degrees

6) Different annual evaluation system and scan of the 
institutional evaluation system for the transition to 
different levels of education

2. The phenomenon of the Early 
School Leaving in the countries of 
the MOVIE project: first mapping
In order to map the phenomenon of ESL in partner 
countries, we analyzed the annual reports released 
by Eurostat - https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-
explained/pdfscache/1150.pdf

The first mapping, analyzed at the beginning of the 
project, took into consideration the data of the European 
Commission in reference to the year 2017 and the five-
year period 2012-2017. The data was collected in June 
2018 and published in January 2019.

Starting from the data of all the member countries, we 
have extrapolated the data relating to MOVIE project 
partner countries so to make a more specific and targeted 
comparison on the following aspects:

- Definition and classification of the ESL phenomenon

- Percentage of ESL in the EU and in member countries

- Percentage of ESL compared to national targets

- ESL and gender differences

- ESL and urbanization

Mapping of the ESL 
phenomenon in the 
countries involved in 
MOVIE project

The aim of our project was to delve into the topic of the 
single EU partners’ educational systems and to enhance 
the similarities and the differences, so to understand how 
each country addresses the theme of education and, 
above all, the problem of the Early School Leaving.

1. The educational systems of 
MOVIE project partners’ countries
For a general overview, we can observe how the 
educational systems of our countries tend to present a 
similar architecture and organization, but with a series of 
specificities and differences.

What do the educational systems of different countries 
have in common?

1) Structure of the educational system in compulsory and 
non-compulsory training, therefore in paths that must 
be taken to complete the compulsory schooling and 
optional training;

2) Differentiated educational system in basic education 
(first school cycle), higher education (technical, 
vocational and high school) and specialist education 
(university and higher technical education)

3) Presence in the various countries of higher technical 
training, as well as university training

4) Presence of an annual assessment system (summative 
assessment of the pupil and assessment by skills) and 
an institutional assessment system for the transition 
to different levels of education (state exams for the 
transition to the next cycle) (1)

(1) In the last few years the Italian Ministry of Education and Resarch has introduced a mid-term examination session called “INVALSI” which stands 
for “Istituto Nazionale per la VALutazione del SIstema educativo di istruzione e formazione” – National institute for the evaluation of training and ed-
ucational system, that takes place each year for all Italian students of specific level established by the Ministry itself. In high school, for example, IN-
VALSI is submitted to the second and the fifth year students nationwide. It consist of written tests that are standard and which are equally submitted 
throughout the all country at the same time of the year, usually March, and focused on Maths, Italian, English. The aim is basically statistic but there 
is a proposal to evaluate the results of INVALSI as part of the school marking system, at least for year 5. Secondary schools of first level and primary 
schools students are submitted INVALSI too. It was thought as a system to take a “picture” of our students knowledge in order to slowly upgrade all 
the students to the same level nationwide in an attempt to discharge the differences in the public school system.
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ESL and National Target
As part of the Europe 2020 Strategies, almost all countries 
have adopted National Targets for ESL, therefore a 
maximum percentage of ESL for their national territory.

Globally, the European goal for 2020 is to bring ESL below 
10% for all countries. Each country then identified its 
National Target.

At the level of all European countries, some countries are 
already below their national target, while others are still 
above.

Compared to MOVIE partners, the situation in 2017 
appeared as follows:

- For Slovenia, Italy, Greece the percentage of ESL was 
below the National Target

- For Portugal and Romania, the percentage of ESL was, 
however, above the National Target

- UK: a national target was not been set

ESL and gender differences
In European countries the percentage of ESL generally 
appears to be 3.2% higher for males than for females. 
In our partnership although we have a country in counter 
trend. In Romania, in fact, the percentage of ESL appears 
to be higher for women than for men.

ESL and urbanization, general 
considerations
The percentage of ESL seems to change according to the 
level of urbanization of the residence areas.

In European countries in rural areas the percentage of 
ESL seems to be higher than in urbanized areas.

In the countries of the MOVIE project the situation seems 
to be this for some countries, but not for high ones.

The percentage of ESL seems to be greater:

- In rural areas for: Greece, Portugal and Romania

- In urbanized areas for: Italy, UK, Slovenia

What does Early School Leaving mean?
First, it is necessary to define what is meant by Early 
School Leaving. According to the definition provided in the 
article Early school leavers are:

- young people (18-24 years old)

- They had completed at most a lower secondary 
education and were not in further education or training 
during the four weeks preceding the survey. 

What was the percentage of ESL 
subjects in Europe in 2017?
According to the data, the percentage of ESL in 2017 was 
10.6% of subjects between 18 and 24 years of age.

In the five-year period 2012-2017 the percentage fell by 
2.1%, in fact in 2012 the average of ESL was 12.7% of 
subjects between 18 and 24 years of age.

Where are Movie countries positioned 
with respect to the ESL phenomenon?
In the MOVIE partners’ countries there is a large difference 
in terms of the percentage of ESL.

As can be seen from the table below MOVIE partnership 
is composed both by countries with an extremely low 
percentage of ESL, such as Slovenia (4.3%), which 
appears to be the country with the lowest rate of ESL 
besides Croatia and countries with a much higher rate 
of ESL, for example Romania (18.1%), which saw an 
increase of 1% in the 2012-2017 five-year period of the 
ESL population.

Noteworthy is the case of Portugal which, although 
standing at 12.6%, had the most important reduction in 
ESL in the five-year period 2012-2017.

Country % ESL
Slovenia 4.3
Greece 6.0

United Kingdom 10.6
Portugal 12.6

Italy 14.0
Romania 18.1
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ESL and gender differences
As in the previous year, for EU countries, the percentage of 
male ESL (12.2%) was higher than that of female (8.9%). 
There was therefore a consistent difference of 3.3%.

The data are in line with the general data also for the 
MOVIE Countries, apart for Romania where ESL women 
are superior than men, albeit not much.

ESL and urbanization 
The data for the year 2018 have been analyzed 
distinguishing the following urbanization criteria:

- Cities;

- Towns and suburbs;

- Rural areas. 

For EU countries, as in previous years, there was a greater 
percentage of ESL in less urbanized and rural areas, 
therefore towns and suburbs and rural areas.

For Movie countries, the situation seemed to follow the 
overall one apart from Italy and Portugal.

In Italy and Portugal the percentage of ESL was higher in 
cities than in towns and suburbs.

For Italy the absolute highest percentage among the 3 
categories was “cities”, for Portugal was “rural areas”.

4. How the MOVIE 
project can work on 
ESL
On the basis of the analysis of the different educational 
systems and the mapping of the situation of the ESL in our 
countries, peculiar differences emerged both in the way of 
managing the phenomenon and in the way of organizing 
the education system.

The comparison between the two years seems to follow 
what emerged both in 2017 and 2018.

The situation in the countries of the MOVIE project 
seems to be somewhat varied with countries that have a 
particularly low level of ESL and others, on the other hand, 
which demonstrate a remarkably high percentage.

3. Early School Leaving phenomenon 
in MOVIE project partners’ countries: 
second mapping
In 2019 we carried out a second mapping, relating to the 
data released by Eurostat regarding the year 2018 and the 
analysis of the five-year period 2013-2018.

As for the previous report, data from the countries of 
MOVIE partnership have been extrapolated from the 
overall European data to compare with:

- Definition and classification of the ESL phenomenon

- Percentage of ESL in the EU and in the member 
countries

- Percentage of ESL compared to national targets

- ESL and gender differences

- ESL and urbanization

What was the percentage of ESL subjects in Europe in 
2018? And about MOVIE Countries’? 

As in the previous year, the average percentage of ESL 
was confirmed at 10.6% for EU countries. The percentage 
varied considerably between countries, just like the 
previous year (from Croatia with 3.3% to Spain with 17.9).

As for the countries of MOVIE project, the percentages 
remained similar to those of the previous year.

ESL and National Target
Also for the year 2018, the data were compared with the 
National Target.

In the countries of MOVIE project, as for 2017, the situation 
was as follows:

- For Slovenia, Italy, Greece the percentage of ESL was 
below the National Target

- For Portugal and Romania, the percentage of ESL was, 
however, above the National Target

- UK: a national target was not been set

It should be noted that Romania was 5.1% above the 
National Target.



-  8  -

2. Creation of workshops for 
different targets: teachers and 
trainers, students and families.
This aspect favours the digital approach not only of the 
ESL student, but it also sensitizes families and teachers to 
the importance of acquiring digital skills for their students / 
children as well as for themselves as professional training 
and updating. By activating a similar training process it is 
therefore possible to:

• Contribute to the restraint of the ESL rate by training 
the individual student

• Promote the professional updating of teachers / 
trainers

• Encourage the acquisition of new skills and the 
specification of one’s professional and personal profile 
also for adults and families

The comparison for our countries was not easy because 
there are many specificities that allow the implementation 
of activities and strategies for the reduction of drop outs 
that can be quite different from one country to the other.

MOVIE project therefore can and has to consider and 
respond to the ESL phenomenon accounting all similarities 
and difference among the different members of the EU 
partnership:

1. VIDEO MAKING and 
STORYTELLING skills:

• Transversal skills useful and usable not only in 
urbanized areas, but also for the most fragile target or 
in rural areas, where support and education services 
(for example homework and after-school help) are not 
as developed as in larger cities;

• Skills that can be used to enrich a poorly developed 
training and professional profile;

• Skills that can be developed through peer education 
and waterfall training processes, which represent, as 
per literature and best practices collected during the 
project, an important motivational and re-motivational 
drive;

• Skills that are useful for reorientation thanks to the 
identification of new knowledge and skills in an area 
such as digital and video making, often underdeveloped 
at school or in universities, except for specific courses. 
This seemed useful especially for the countries of the 
MOVIE project where the use of videos is not yet a 
structured practice;

• Creation of a model of training course on video making 
that makes it easier to introduce training on video at 
school, thanks to structured activities and assessment 
courses. This seemed useful especially for the 
countries of MOVIE project where the use of video at 
school is not yet a curricular practice.
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person is entitled to experience:

- a curriculum which is coherent from 3 to 18;

- a broad general education, including well planned 
experiences and outcomes across all the curriculum 
areas from early years through to S3. This includes 
understanding the world, Scotland’s place in it 
and the environment, referred to as Learning for 
Sustainability;

- a senior phase after S3, which provides opportunities 
to attain and achieve, including to study for 
qualifications, awards and other planned activities 
to develop the four capacities;

- opportunities for developing skills for learning, skills 
for life and skills for work;

- opportunities to maximise their individual potential, 
benefitting from appropriate personal support and 
challenge;

- support to help them move into positive and sustained 
destinations beyond school.

The broad general education has five levels (early, first, 
second, third and fourth). The senior phase is designed 
to build on the experiences and outcomes of the broad 
general education, and to allow young people to take 
qualifications and courses that suit their abilities and 
interests.

THE SCOTTISH 
NATIONAL 
EDUCATIONAL 
SYSTEM

Scotland’s curriculum – Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) – 
helps our children and young people gain the knowledge, 
skills and attributes needed for life in the 21st century.

Curriculum for Excellence places learners at the heart of 
education. At its centre are four fundamental capacities. 
These capacities reflect and recognise the lifelong nature 
of education and learning. The four capacities are aimed 
at helping children and young people to become:

- Successful learners

- Confident individuals

- Responsible citizens

- Effective contributors

As part of their learner journey, all children and young 
people in Scotland are entitled to experience a coherent 
curriculum from 3 to 18, in order that they have opportunities 
to develop the knowledge, skills and attributes they need 
to adapt, think critically and flourish in today’s world. 

Curriculum is defined as the totality of all that is planned 
for children and young people from early learning and 
childcare, through school and beyond. That totality can 
be planned for and experienced by learners across four 
contexts:

- Curriculum areas and subjects

- Interdisciplinary learning

- Ethos and life of the school

- Opportunities for personal achievement

Children and young people’s rights and entitlements are 
central to Scotland’s curriculum and every child and young 
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Pupils can go to university at the end of S5, as Highers 
provide the entry requirements for Scottish universities 
where degrees are normally four years long; however, 
recently it is more common for students to remain until S6, 
taking further Highers and/or taking Advanced Highers. 

The majority of English universities, the most popular 
choice for Scottish students who wish to study university 
degrees outside of Scotland, require Advanced Higher 
qualification levels as these are deemed by the English 
universities to be most similar to A-level.

There are eight curriculum areas:

- Expressive arts

- Health and wellbeing

- Languages (including English, Gaidhlig, Gaelic 
learners and modern languages)

- Mathematics

- Religious and moral education

- Sciences

- Social studies

- Technologies.

Literacy, numeracy and health and wellbeing are 
recognised as being particularly important – these areas 
are seen as being the ‘responsibility of all’ staff.

Within the Scottish Government, the Cabinet Secretary 
of Education and Skills has overall responsibility for 
education provision in Scotland. The Cabinet Secretary is 
assisted by three junior ministers, currently the Minister 
for Childcare and Early Years, The Minister for Further 
Education, Higher Education and Science and the Minister 
for Employability and Training. 

The Cycles of education: 

▪ Nursery (2-3 years)

▪  Primary ages 4/5 up (7 years)

▪ Secondary 11years- 16/17years (minimum 4 years, 
up to 6)

▪ University (4 or 4 years)

All educational qualifications in Scotland are part of the 
Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework, ranging 
between Scottish Qualifications Authority qualifications, 
Scottish Vocational Qualifications and higher Education 
qualifications. 

The vast majority of Scottish pupils take Scottish 
Qualifications Certificate, qualifications provided by 
Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA). Generally, most 
pupils take National 4/5s (previously Standard Grades, 
but some schools offered Intermediates instead) in S3-S4, 
and Highers in S5. 
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cycle of education. The schools and their offers are 
organized in:

• lyceum,

• technical  

• vocational

All of them for students aged 14 to 19;

- Education and Vocational training (three-year and 
four-year courses) - regional competence, always 
addressed to students who have successfully 
completed the first cycle of education.

▪ higher education offered by universities, institutions of 
higher artistic, musical and dance training (AFAM) and 
higher technical institutes (ITS) with different types of 
courses:

- paths of tertiary education offered by the universities

- pathways of tertiary education offered by AFAM 
institutions (Higher Education in Art, Music and 
Dance)

- pathways of vocational tertiary training offered by ITS 
(Higher Technical Institutes)

The compulsory education lasts 10 years, from 6 to 16 years 
of age, and includes the eight years of the first cycle of 
education and the first two years of the second cycle (Law 296 
of 2006), which can be attended in secondary school second 
grade - state - or in regional vocational education and training 
programs.

In addition, for all young people the right / duty of education 
and training is applied for at least 12 years or, in any case, 

THE ITALIAN 
NATIONAL 
EDUCATIONAL 
SYSTEM

The Italian education and training system is organized 
according to the principles of subsidiarity and the autonomy of 
educational institutions.

The State has exclusive legislative competence for the “general 
rules on education” and for determining the essential levels 
of benefits that must be guaranteed throughout the national 
territory. Furthermore, the State defines the fundamental 
principles that the Regions must respect in the exercise of their 
specific competences. 

The Regions have concurrent legislative powers in the field 
of education and exclusive education and vocational training.

State educational institutions have didactic, organizational and 
research, experimentation and development autonomy.

The educational system is organized as follows:

▪ nursery school, not compulsory, for children from 3 to 6 
years;

▪ first compulsory education cycle, with a total duration of 
8 years, divided into:

- Primary school¸ five-year school, for pupils aged 6 
to 11;

- Secondary-school-grade – first level, lasting three 
years, for pupils aged 11 to 14;

▪ second cycle of education divided into two types of 
course:

- Second-level secondary school (/ web / guest / 
secondary-level-school), lasting five years, for 
students who have successfully completed the first 
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up to the attainment of a three-year professional qualification 
by the age of 18 according to the provisions of law n. 2003. 
Compulsory education can be carried out in state schools and 
private schools (law 62 of 2000), which constitute the public 
education system, but can also be paid in non-parity schools 
(law 27 of 2006) or through family education . In these last 
two cases, however, the fulfilment of the compulsory education 
must be subject to a series of conditions, such as the carrying 
out of proficiency exams.

The parents of the students and of the students, or those 
who exercise parental responsibility, are responsible for the 
fulfilment of the obligation to educate the children, while the 
supervision of the fulfilment of the obligation is provided by the 
Municipalities of residence and the school managers of the 
schools in which they are students and students enrolled.

At the end of the compulsory education period, usually at 
the end of the second year of upper secondary school, if the 
student does not continue his studies, a certification of the 
acquired competences is issued (Ministerial Decree 139 of 
2007).

After passing the final state exam in secondary education, the 
student can access tertiary education courses (universities, 
Afam and ITS). Some university courses are limited and 
students must pass an admission test.

Non-state education
Article 33 of the Italian Constitution establishes two fundamental 
principles: the obligation for the State to offer a state school 
system to all young people and the right, for natural and legal 
persons, to create schools and educational institutions without 
charge for the state.

The private schools are authorized to issue qualifications 
having the same legal value as those of the corresponding 
state schools; they have full freedom with regard to cultural 
orientation and pedagogical-didactic address and enjoy a 
more favourable tax treatment if they are not for profit.
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the same classroom. 

▪ Secondary education Secondary school year starts 
on September 1st and ends on June 30th. Secondary 
education consists of two levels. First, is the Gymnasium, 
a compulsory school of three years, after which students 
can attend either High school or vocational training. High 
school does not belong to compulsory education. Scoring 
or evaluation in both Gymnasium and Lyceum or High 
school is both descriptive combined with numerical scale 
0-20, with pass 10-excellent 20 which is based on class 
tests, participation and exams on each subject. It is given 
to parents in a mark report, twice a year, in February and 
May

Transition from Primary School to Gymnasium is done after 
registration. Also, high school selection is based on the 
students’ mailing address, and this is done a few months 
before the end of the school year. 

▪ Gymnasium or Junior High school (belongs to 
compulsory education) 

- First grade, 12 - 13 years old 

- Second grade, 13 - 14 years old 

- 3rd grade, 14 - 15 years 

▪ High School or Lyceum (General or Professional) (not 
compulsory ) 

- First grade, 15 - 16 years old 

- Second grade, 16 - 17 years old 

- Third grade, 17 - 18 years old 

THE GREEK  
NATIONAL 
EDUCATIONAL  
SYSTEM

The National Qualifications Framework was adopted at 
the recommendation of the European Parliament and the 
Council on 23 April 2008 on the establishment of a European 
Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning. 

▪ Preschool: Preschool year starts September 1st and 
ends July 31st. Before attending primary and compulsory 
education, children have the opportunity to study in 
kindergartens, which are usually private and public. This is 
not compulsory and is usually done because the parents 
work or have responsibilities, but in addition, children 
there can become more socialized and learn many things 
from an early age. Attending kindergarten one year is now 
compulsory, since 2017. 

▪ Primary Education: Primary school year starts 
September 1st and ends June 30th, for teachers. For 
pupils September 10 –June 15. Primary education in 
Greece consists of the one year Kindergarten and the 
Primary School , which extends into six grades: A ‘, B’, 
C ‘, D’, E ‘, F’ (ages 6 up to 12 years).. In the first two 
years of elementary school, children are not formally 
graded. They get A, B, C. The descriptive evaluation 
of the students by the teacher is predominant. Parents 
are informed about the performance of their children 
through oral and written reports communication with 
teachers every three months, trimesters. Scoring 
starts in the 3rd grade. Descriptive assessment is 
provided in the 3rd and 4th grades of the Elementary 
School, in combination with a grading scale of 0-10, 
5 pass-10 excellent. In grades E and F, descriptive 
assessment is provided in conjunction with a grading 
scale, 0-10 which is based on class tests, participation 
and exams on each subject. Passing from one class 
to another after the student is promoted is automatic. 
Students with learning disabilities receive supportive 
instruction. A student may resume his / her studies in 
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There are also a number of colleges that operate alongside 
state education and provide supplementary courses. These 
schools are divided into two categories depending on the type 
of services they offer. Foreign Language Centers providing 
foreign language courses and Secondary education tutorial 
centers providing supplementary courses for weak pupils as 
well as syllabuses that are preparatory for competitive national 
examinations for university entry. Most of the students typically 
attend such classes in the midday and afternoon hours, in 
addition to regular school lessons. 

▪ Vocational training 

- Professional High School (EPAL) High Schools were 
established by Law 3475/2006, which abolished 
the TEEs of Law 2640/98. The graduates of EPAL 
are provided by the same Law to have access to 
TEI schools at 20% and to some HEI schools at 
5%. The high school diploma is equivalent to that 
of the General High School, and the graduate also 
receives a Level 4 specialization (according to the 
National Qualifications Framework). There are two 
options for a graduate of EPAL, besides entering 
higher education: 

• By completing an additional year (apprenticeship 
class) the degree will be upgraded after 
completing the nine-month paid internship 
(taken as a service) at Level 5, following 
certification exams. The topics of the 
certification exams are in the form of a subject 
bank and are posted on the ECOPEP website. 

• Receives his Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree 
normally and continues his studies at IEK, 
where he attends corresponding but upgraded 
specialty courses (Initial Vocational Training) 
for 4 semesters (2 years) and 1 semester of 
unpaid internship and receives the Certificate 
Vocational Training where he later participates 
in the Certification Examinations of EOPEPP. 
If successful, he or she will receive a Level 5 
Vocational Training Diploma, which can be 
used in Greece and EU member states. 

- Vocational Schools (EPAS) The EPAS OAED 
apprenticeships are schools that belong to formal 
Secondary Vocational Education (Law 3475/06). These 
schools are dedicated exclusively to specialty courses, the 
duration of which is 2 school years, during which students 
attend theoretical and laboratory courses for 21 hours per 
week while conducting paid internships, known as public-

Class A, both General and Vocational High School, is 
considered exclusively General Education class. In Grade 
2, students are required to choose one of two Orientation 
Courses: Humanities and Positive/Science Studies. In Grade 
3, students are required to choose one of the Orientation 
Courses: Humanities, Positive/Sciences, Health Sciences 
and Economics and Informatics. But there are also General 
Education courses in both classes. Assessment is given 
to parents twice a year, in semesters February – May, with 
assessment scale 0-20, pass mark: 10. Admission to Higher 
Education is made possible by the success of students in pan-
Hellenic or National examinations at the end of the school year, 
in mid-June.  

▪ Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) Higher education 
is provided by Universities and Technologies (University 
Sector), Technological Educational Institutions (University 
of Technology Sector, 1983 to date) and Academies , which 
mainly cover army and clergy. Undergraduate degree 
programs typically last for four years (five in engineering 
and some technical or art schools, six in medical schools), 
with postgraduate studies lasting one to two years, and 
doctorates three to six years. 

Private Education 
There are public and private elementary schools , junior high 
schools and high schools . Some of them are for foreigners, 
usually for children of British and American families. Public 
and private IEK . According to Article 16 (paragraphs 5, 6 
and especially 8) of the Greek Constitution , private higher 
education is not allowed in Greece . However, there are some 
liberal arts laboratories that are validated and supervised by 
Universities in other countries and sometimes they are non-
profit organizations, which are presented as private universities. 
Private tutoring also includes tutorials. 

All schools, regardless of level, are supervised by the Ministry 
of Education and Religions . The Ministry exercises centralized 
control over public schools, with curriculum development, 
staff recruitment and funding control. Private schools also fall 
under the control of the Ministry, which exercises oversight 
over them. At the local level, the Ministry’s supervisory role 
is exercised through the Primary and Secondary Education 
Regional Directorates, which operate in each county. Higher 
education institutions are nominally autonomous, but the 
Ministry is responsible for their funding, and the allocation of 
students to undergraduate programs. The Greek government 
only recognizes the degree programs offered by state 
universities. There are several private universities and colleges 
that offer degree programs that are validated and supervised 
by American, British and other European universities. 

All levels of education are covered by both private and public 
schools. Public schools and universities do not charge tuition 
fees and textbooks are provided free of charge to all students. 
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“Learning Outcomes” is the result of all the above mentioned 
trainees have achieved and typically proves what the potential 
of each trainee is after graduation. 

sector apprenticeships. and the private sector. Keep in 
mind that the internship is taken as a service facilitating 
the student to find a job in his / her specialty. Introduction 
to EPAS is achieved upon application and scoring of 
specific criteria of candidates (Degree of Degree, Social 
and Economic Criteria) and the right to enroll in them is 
reserved to the holders of at least indicative First Class 
High School and up to 23 years of age. Graduates receive 
a Level 4 specialty (equivalent to GEL and EPAL) rather 
than a bachelor’s degree and can continue their studies 
at IEK. 

- Vocational Training Institute (IEK) The Vocational 
Training Institute, also known as IEK (public: DIEK, 
private: IEK) are vocational training institutes in Greece 
that were established in 1992. Included in Non-Formal 
Education (Post-secondary) That is, it is an offshoot of the 
choice the student wishes for, but is not deprived of his 
professional rights. Their aim is to provide students with 
vocational education and training for 5 semesters and 1 
semester unpaid or unpaid internship. IEKs accept high 
school graduates (EPAL, GEL, EPAS) or higher education 
students if they wish. Graduates of EPAL, EPAS and HEIs 
of the respective specialty can attend one year (instead 
of two) while GEL graduates are required to attend all 
semesters. There is no age limit in the IEKs and in the 
case of studies the trainee is covered by military service 
(deferral) up to the age of 23. Enrollment in DIEK is 
free of charge, while in advance, tuition fees are paid. 
It should not be confused with the meaning of university 
or research institute. The degree / diploma the student 
will receive at the end of his / her studies is recognized 
by the state and the European Union following ECOPEP 
examinations (Level 5 Vocational Education and Training 
Diploma). The conditions for admission to the Public IEK 
are the same regardless of the institution, whether it is the 
OAED, OTEK or the IEK of the Sibitanidou School. 

National Qualifications Framework (EQF) 
The National Qualifications Framework is a situation that 
represents the qualifications of the education system of 
a European country. All National Frameworks constitute 
the European Qualifications Framework adopted at the 
recommendation of the European Parliament and the 
Council on 23 April 2008 on the establishment of a European 
Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning. 

Each National Qualifications Framework is made up of 
“Levels”, which cover the whole spectrum of training stages 
and these are typically proportional to the knowledge, skills 
and competences acquired by trainees. 
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▪ Basic Education, which comprises three sequential 
cycles:

- The 1st cycle of 4 years (from 6 to 10 years old);

- the 2nd cycle of 2 years (from 10 years to 12 years 
old);

- and a 3rd cycle lasting 3 years (from 12 years to 15 
years old).

▪ Secondary education follows, which corresponds to a 
three-year cycle from 15 to 18 years old and includes 
seven types of courses:

▪ Scientific-Humanistic Courses, Professional Courses, 
Specialized Artistic Courses, Courses with their own 
plans (Scientific-Technological Courses), Teaching 
and Training Courses, Learning Courses, Secondary 
Education in Recurrent Education.

▪ Higher Education is structured according to the 
Bologna principles and is aimed at students who have 
successfully completed Secondary Education or have 
a legally equivalent qualification and are therefore not 
compulsory. In Portugal, higher education consists of 
universities and polytechnic institutes.

Assessment is an integral part of pedagogical practice, allowing 
a systematic collection of information essential to make the 
appropriate decisions to improve the quality of student learning.

According to Decree-Law No. 55/2018 of July 
6, the assessment comprises the formative 

 THE  
PORTUGUESE 
EDUCATION  
SYSTEM

The Portuguese Education System is regulated by the 
government, more specifically by the Ministry of Education and 
the Ministry of Science, Technology and Higher Education.

Public schools are the most frequented by students, however, 
there are private schools in all school cycles.

Compulsory education ranges from 6 years of age to 18, or 
until the completion of the 12th grade.

This system is regulated by the LBSE (Basic Law of the 
Educational System).

The Basic Law establishes the general framework of the 
education system and can be defined as the normative 
framework of educational policies aimed at the development of 
education and the education system.

Schools are currently in Groupings. These include 
establishments at different levels of education, grouped by 
geographical proximity and jointly managed through the role 
of a Grouping Director, accompanied by two advisors and a 
Deputy Director.

The faculty is mostly assigned to a school board or group and 
integrates a career, with ten levels of progression, being subject to 
peer evaluation, requiring the completion of continuing education.

2-The Portuguese education system is 
divided into different levels of education, 
essentially sequential. 
It is organised in:

▪ Preschool education, with an optional cycle from 3 to 6 
years old. 



-  21  -

criteria regarding the contents taught in the various 
subjects;

• Final exams (9th grade) count towards student progression, 
averaging the assessment given by the teacher of the 
previously mentioned subjects;

• National final exams (11th and 12th grades), which allow 
students access to higher education and average the 
assessments given by the teachers of the respective 
subjects (students can take examinations in various 
subjects, depending on the chosen area of study).

These national exams are taken by students in different 
schools and graded by primary and secondary teachers at the 
end of each school year.

and summative modalities:
▪ Formative Assessment - Continuous and systematic 

in nature, using a variety of information gathering 
tools appropriate to the diversity of learning and the 
circumstances in which it occurs, enabling the teacher, 
student, carer and other persons or entities legally 
authorized to obtain information on the development of 
learning, with a view to adjusting processes and strategies;

▪ Summative Assessment - translates into the formulation of 
a global judgment on student learning, with the objectives 
of classification and certification and includes:

- The internal summative assessment that takes place 
at the end of each term and is the responsibility of the 
teachers and the pedagogical management bodies of 
the school;

- The external summative assessment of the responsibility 
of the designated services or entities of the Ministry 
of Education, which includes the completion of final 
exams in the 9th grade in Portuguese, Portuguese 
Non-Native Language (PLNM) and Mathematics, 
which focus on the contents of the 3rd cycle.

The school year has so far been divided into three academic 
periods and composed of three summative assessment 
moments, and there is currently a transition to a semester 
model, with only two annual summative evaluations and two 
mid-term evaluation moments (not summative).

The primary school assessment scale is performed at five 
performance levels, with level one (1) being assigned the 
lowest assessment and level five (5) being given the best 
performance.

In secondary education, assessment is measured on a scale 
from 0 (zero) to 20 (twenty values).

Currently, a more focused assessment of competence 
development is intended, referenced to a student profile at the 
end of each cycle and not to a sum of classifications, based on 
the assessment instruments performed.

Interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary project work, as well 
as personal development, citizenship sex education, are the 
subject of curricula throughout the various cycles.

The external evaluation of the learning, the 
responsibility of the services or agencies of 
the Ministry of Education, comprises:

• Assessment Tests (2nd, 5th and 8th grades) do not count 
towards the progression of students and serve to gauge 
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transferable set of knowledge, skills / abilities and 
aptitudes, necessary for: 

- the formation of a conception of life, based on humanistic 
and scientific values, on national and universal culture 
and on stimulating intercultural dialogue; 

- education in the spirit of dignity, tolerance and respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms; 

- cultivating sensitivity to human issues, moral-civic 
values and respect for the natural, social and cultural 
environment. 

Cycles of education are: 
▪ Early education (0-6 years):

- pre - preschool level (0-3 years); 

- the level of pre-school education (small preschool 
group, medium preschool group, upper preschool 
group, 3-6 years).

 

▪ The level of primary education: The level of primary 
education consists of (0-preparatory – to IV grade), 
(ISCED 1) 

- lower secondary or secondary school level (ISCED 2) 
(grades V-VIII);

- higher secondary education (ISCED 3):

• high school (grades IX-XII) 

THE ROMANIAN 
NATIONAL 
EDUCATIONAL
SYSTEM 

Education in Romania is based on a free-tuition, egalitarian 
system. Access to free education is guaranteed by Article 32 
in the Constitution of Romania. Education is regulated and 
enforced by the Ministry of National Education. Each step has 
its own form of organization and is subject to different laws 
and directives. Since the downfall of the communist regime, 
the Romanian educational system has been through several 
reforms.

Education Law no.1/2011 provides the framework for exerting 
the lifelong fundamental right to education, under the authority 
of the Romanian state. The Law regulates the structure, 
functions and organisation of the national public, private and 
confessional education system. It was adopted in order to 
improve the functioning of the Romanian education system 
and better align it to the EU standards.

Educational obligationage
The education and vocational training of children, young people 
and adults, have as purpose the formation of competences, 
understood as a multifunctional and transferable set of 
knowledge, skills / abilities and aptitudes, necessary for: 

- personal fulfillment and development, by achieving their 
own goals in life; 

- social integration and active citizen participation in society; 

- employment and participation in the functioning and 
development of a sustainable economy;

- The education and vocational training of children, young 
people and adults, have as purpose the formation of 
competences, understood as a multifunctional and 
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university education. Pre-university education is subordinated 
to the Ministry of National Education through the county school 
inspectorates. 

Primary and lower secondary education (compulsory 11-grade 
education) is compulsory. 

  The completion of high school education is attested by a 
certificate of graduation, which confers: 

- the right to attend non-tertiary postsecondary education;

- the right to participate in the baccalaureate examination;

- the right to take part in the examination of attestation of 
professional competences.

Graduates also receive the updated personal education 
portfolio and, upon request, the enrollment sheet. 

High school graduates who pass the baccalaureate 
examination receive the baccalaureate diploma, which gives 
them the right to attend higher education, under the conditions 
established by law. 

The baccalaureate exam is a national exam. 

Non-tertiary postsecondary education is organized through 
post-secondary schools and master’s schools and can only 
be attended by high school graduates - with or without a high 
school diploma. 

In pre-university education, students can transfer between 
educational institutions, branches, profiles and specializations, 
based on the specific rules established by the Regulation of 
Organization and Functioning of Pre-university Education 
Units. 

• vocational: 

• vocational schools of 1-2 years / simple professions 

• 2-3 years vocational schools / complex professions 

▪ The level of non-university tertiary education (ISCED 4) 
post-secondary education;

▪ Higher education level (ISCED 5-8):

- level of higher education, cycle I, Bachelor degree (3-6 
years);

- higher education, 2nd cycle master’s degree (2-3 
years);

- the level of post-university higher education (post 
graduate advanced studies - 1 year, PhD studies - 3 
years)

▪ Adult education

▪ Home schooling

Evaluation steps (how and when of qualification exam)

The specificity of the various levels of organization of education: 

▪ Early education ensures the free, integral and harmonious 
development of the child’s personality according to his 
own rhythm and his needs, supporting his autonomous 
and creative training. 

▪ Primary education is focused on acquiring the general 
culture of instrumental type (acquiring the skills of writing, 
reading, calculating, starting to learn a new language). 

▪ Vocational education includes the orientation towards 
acquiring the specialized culture necessary to practice a 
certain profession; 

▪ Higher education / university is focused on the specialized 
theoretical-practical deepening of a certain field of 
knowledge; 

▪ Adult education includes training programs at all levels of 
qualification, organized in the public or private area. 

Pre-school education, primary education, secondary education, 
and non-tertiary post-secondary education form the pre-
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education (in Slovene: Srednje poklicno izobraževanje, 
SPI) is available for students who have completed a basic 
school or received a minimum vocational education. In 
secondary vocational educational institutions, students 
study for three years and master applied professions 
such as carpenter, mechanic, glazier, hairdresser, baker, 
etc. Vocational schools offer apprenticeship programmes 
that are supported in Slovenia at the national level. If the 
country experiences a lack of qualified personnel in a 
certain field of expertise, then students of corresponding 
study programmes can be trained in practice by a real 
employer. This facilitate the search for job and helps 
students better solidify the theoretical knowledge and 
soon feel engaged in the working process and team. At the 
end of studies, students have to pass a final examination.

If a student has a desire to continue his/her education at 
a university or a vocational college, he/she must pass the 
General Final Examination (in Slovene: matura), which 
includes Slovenian language, Mathematics and a foreign 
language. There are also paid preparatory courses (in 
Slovene: Maturitetni tečaj), during which students are 
trained to pass the exams.

- Secondary Technical and Vocational Education: 
Students can get a secondary technical and vocational 
education after completing studies at a basic school. 
The training lasts 4 years and is aimed at obtaining in-
depth knowledge within a specific technical or economic 
profession. At the end of studies, a Professional Final 
Examination (in Slovene: Poklicna matura) should be 
passed. The result of this exam involves enrolling in 
a vocational college or university for a professional 
Bachelor’s degree programme. If students have passed 
the General Final Examination (in Slovene: matura), 
they can later apply for a university Bachelor’s degree 

THE SLOVENIAN 
NATIONAL 
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

There are three levels of Slovenian education: basic, secondary 
and higher education. Basic school is the first stage in the 
Slovenian system of education.

▪ Basic/Primary School 

According to the legislation of the Republic of Slovenia, all 
children must necessarily receive basic general education that 
is to finish a basic school (in Slovene: osnovna šola). Training 
is free for both Slovenian citizens and foreign children.

Studying at a basic school lasts 9 years at the age from 6 to 
15 years. At the end of the 6th and 9th grades, schoolchildren 
have to pass the National Knowledge Assessment Test (in 
Slovene: Nacionalno preverjanje znanja). Based on the 
received assessment result and combined with the overall 
performance, a 9th-grade pupil is given a permission to 
continue his/her education. 

▪ Secondary Education

Schoolchildren, who graduated from basic schools, can 
choose what type of secondary education they want to receive 
depending on their basic school academic performance, 
career aspirations and plans. In Slovenia, there are 4 types of 
secondary education:

- Minimum Vocational Education: If a pupil has only 7 
years of basic school, he/she can receive a minimum 
vocational education, which is aimed at preparing 
children for the mastery of future profession. Training on 
such a programme lasts 2 years and ends with a final 
examination, according to which children can continue 
studying at a vocational school.

- Secondary Vocational Education: Secondary vocational 
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universities do. These programmes are focused on 
developing practical skills in such areas as Tourism, 
Wellness, Economics, Logistics, Security, Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science. Two-year studies 
end with the diploma defence.

- University: Students who have completed secondary 
education and successfully passed the General Final 
Examination can enter a university and receive a 
Bachelor’s degree in Management, Marketing, Business, 
Construction and other majors. There are university 
and vocational Bachelor’s degree programmes. The 
difference between them is that vocational programmes 
involve more practical subjects. Bachelor’s degree 
programmes in Slovenia usually last 3 years and end with 
the thesis defence. After graduation from a Bachelor’s 
degree programme, students can continue their studies 
and receive a Master’s degree. Studying under a Master’s 
degree programme (in Slovene: Podiplomski študij) lasts 
2 years and ends with the Master’s thesis defence. Some 
programmes (for example, International Relations, Law) 
offer the “4 + 1” system, which is 4 years of Bachelor’s 
degree and 1 year of master’s degree studies. Students 
can receive PhD degree in Slovenian universities for 2–4 
years. Studying under a PhD degree programme also 
ends with the defence of a doctoral thesis.

In Slovenia, there are:

- state universities (University of Ljubljana, University of 
Maribor, University of Primorska, University in Nova 
Gorica);

- private universities (New University, University in Novo 
Mesto);

- international universities (Alma Mater Europaea, EMUNI);

- private institutes.

programme.

- General Secondary Education: Children can also receive 
general secondary education in gymnasiums. There 
are schoolchildren who want to continue their studies 
and receive higher education. That is why gymnasiums 
are so popular among applicants. These are usually the 
schoolchildren who passed successfully the National 
Knowledge Assessment Test at a basic school and were 
successful in all disciplines. There are different types of 
gymnasiums:

• a general gymnasium, where students study general 
subjects, such as Slovenian language, World 
Literature, Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics, History, 
Biology, etc.;

• a classical gymnasium, where students, besides basic 
subjects, also study Latin and have more lectures on 
History and Philosophy;

• a gymnasium with in-depth study of foreign languages   
or natural sciences;

• a sport gymnasium, which is usually chosen by young 
professional athletes.

When passing the General Final Examination (Matura), 
students take tests in the Slovenian Language and World 
Literature, Mathematics, English and two optional subjects. 
After graduating from a gymnasium, students can enter a 
university.

 ▪ Higher Education

Slovenian education is recognized at the international level. 
Training is conducted according to the Bologna system. An 
increasing number of universities keep introducing study 
programmes in English into the academic process. Higher 
education in Slovenia for foreigners is provided on a paid 
basis, although the tuition fee is relatively low. Slovenian 
education is recognized throughout the EU, so graduates of 
Slovenian educational institutions can continue their studies 
in other EU countries. If desired, they can enter a Master’s 
degree programme in any other country of the European Union 
and participate in student exchange programmes.

- Vocational colleges: Training in vocational colleges (in 
Slovene: Višje strokovno izobraževanje) is available to 
graduates of gymnasiums and secondary vocational 
schools, who have already worked for three years and 
passed the Slovenian language, Mathematics and 
Foreign Language exams (in Slovene: Poklicna matura). 
Vocational colleges offer more study programmes than 
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